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Marr. xxv. v. 40. 


And the K ing ſhall anſwer and ſay 
unto them, Verily I ſay unto you, In 
as much as ye have done it unto one 


of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye 


have done it unto me. 


UR bleſſed Lord aſſures us in the 3 1ſt 
and ſome following Verſes, that when 
AG tbe Son of man (even Chriſt himſelf) 
al come in his glory (viz. at the day 
of general Judgment) and all the holy 
mrs angels with him. (of whom we are often 

told, that they ſhall attend his Majeſty on that great 
Solemnity) then ſhall he fit upon the throne of his glory; 
And before him ſhall be gathered all Nations; and he ſhall 
ſeparate them one from another, as a ſhepherd divideth his 
ſheep from the goats; and he ſhall ſet the ſheep (or his ſin- 
cere ſervants) oz his right hand, bat the goats (or diſ- 
obedient) on the left. I hen ſhall the kirg (the ſame 
Lord Jeſus) ſay unto them on his right hand, Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the norld. Tor 1 was an hungred, 
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and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink; 

I yas « ftranper, and ye took me in; naked, and ye cloathed 

me ; I was ſick, and ye viſited me; I was in priſon, and 

Je came unto me. Then ſhall the righteoas (that is, the 

merciful and beneficent Perſons, who performed ſuch 

ood Offices to thoſe that needed them) anjwer him, 

Hing, Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ? 

or thirſty, and gave thee drink? When ſaw we thee a ſtran- 
ger, and took thee in? or naked, and cloathed thee ? Or 

when ſaw we thee ſick, or in priſon, and came unto thee ? 

And (as it then follows in the words of my Text) 

the king ſhall anſwer and ſay unto them, Verily I ſay unto 

you, In as much as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt 
of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
Afterwards, in the 41ſt and ſome following Ver- 
ſes, we have an account of the different treatment of 
thoſe who were guilty of the oppoſit Practice, of 
thoſe who were cruel and hard hearted to the Miſe- 
rable and Diſtreſſed. We are told, that then ſball he 
fay alſo unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, je 
curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels. For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no 

meat; I was thirſly, and ye gave me no drink; I was 4 

ſtranger, ana ye took me not in; naked, and ye cloathed 
me not ; ſick, and in priſon, and ye viſited me not. Then 
ſpall they alſo anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we thee 
an hungred, or 4 thirſt, or a ſtranger, or naked, or ſk, 
or in priſon, and did not miniſier unto thee ? Then ſhall 
he anſwer them, ſaying, Verily | ſay unto you, In as much 
as ye did it not to ent of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not 
Fo me. 

And (as the Concluſion of the whole matter, we 
are told in the 46th Verſe, that) thoſe (viz. the Un- 
mercitul) ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſinnent; but 
the rizhteous (that is, the pitiful and tender hearted) 
into life eternal, It « 


— 
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It can't reaſonably be imagined, that this paſſage 
of Scripture is to be underſtood in the moſt rigid li- 
teral ſenſe; as if thoſe very Words, which are here 
put into their reſpective mouths, muſt needs be actu- 
ally ſpoken hereafter by our bleſſed Lord, and the 
ſeveral perſons who ſhall ſtand before his Tribunal. 
No; both the Righteous and the Unrighteous are fo 
plainly informed beforehand of what they muſt ex- 
pect and depend on, that neither of them ſhall be 
ſurpriz d at our Lord's dealing with them, or ſeem 
ignorant of, or endevor to excuſe and cover, their 
own actions; as this Repreſentation, if {trained to 
the utmoſt, might imply. Nor will it, I dare fay, 
be pretended by any, that Mens future ſtate of eter- 
nal Happineſs or Miſery ſhall be ſolely and abſolutly 
determined by their practice or neglect of thoſe good 
Offices to their brethren, which our Lord will 
be pleaſed to interpret as don to his own Perſon. 
For there are doubtleſs many other branches of Chri- 
ſtianity, beſides that which this paſſage is intended 
to promote and enforce ; and as we are unqueſtion- 
ably bound to obſerve all the Rules of the Goſpel, fo 
muſt we not hope for Salvation, if any one of them be 
diſregarded by us. We are therefore to conſider, 
not ſo much the bare letter, as the manifeſt drift and 
deſign, of what our dear Redeemer has vouchſafed 
to ſpeak for our counſel and encouragement. His in- 
tention was to quicken and invigorate our Compaſſion 
to others by this endearing conſideration, that what- 
ever Kindneſſes we beſtow on his brethren, he graci- 
ouſly condeſcends to accept them as beſtowed even 
upon himſelf, and will accordingly recompenſe us at 
the laſt great Day, as certainly, and as generouſly, 
as if he himſelf were itil] ſojourning upon Earth, and 
had been relieved or ſupported by our Charity. 


And, 
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And, good God ! what Tranſports muſt this ſingle 
Conſideration fill the Breaſt of every Beneficent Chri- 
ſtian with! © my Brethren, would we be perſua- 


ded to turn it over frequently in our Thoughts, what 


glorious Effects wou'd it produce! what a Sincerity 
and warmth of Affection, what a Profuſion of Love, 
what a ſetled Gladneſs of Heart, wou'd it neceſſarily 
bleſs us with ! | 

I need not obſerve to you, that the Subject I am 


treating of, admits of no Reaſonings or Arguments. 


That we are obliged to do Charitable Offices to all 
Mankind, but eſpecially to the Members of Chriſt's 
Body the Church; that if we forbear theſe good 
Offices, whenſoever they are in our Power, we ſhall 
be ſeverely puniſh'd in Hell Flames; whereas if we 
diligently diſcharge them, we ſhall be recompens d 


above meaſure in Heaven: and conſequently that *tis 


our own particular Iotereſt to ſpread Happineſs all 
around us, and to do all the Good we poſſibly can, to 
thoſe who want our Aſſiſtance, or may in any reſpect 
be the better for us; in ſhort, that we ought to exert 
all our Facultys for the benefit of others, and greedily 
tao catch at every opportunity of making our Fellow 
Creatures either leſs miſerable, or more happy; theſe 
things, I ſay, are to be ſuppoſed : my preſent buſineſs 
being not to evince, but only to declare and preſs 
upon you a ſelfevident Truth, which may be eaſily 
ſeen, but not proved; or rather, which is not capa- 
ble of being proved, otherwiſe than by being ſeen, 
and which as ſoon as ever 'tis perceived by us, is of 
courſe demonſtrated to us. | 
We muſt therefore look into our ſelves, and reflect 
upon what we always feel in our Breaſts. Every 
ingenuous Mind has naturally a very quick ſenſe of 
Obligations, and can't forbear expreſſing his ſenſe of 
them 
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them upon all occaſions : Inſomuch that Gra- 
titude diſcovers it ſelf in the whole courſe of his be- 
havior; it mixes and ſhines in every action, which 
does in any wiſe terminate in, or relate to, the Bene- 
factor. Nor are we able to endure, we cannot with 
Patience hear of, ſuch a Monſter, as either does not 
acknowledge, or (when he is able) does not endevor 
to return, the Favors he has received. Such Notions 
do ſpri of Courſe in our Minds; ſuch Impreſ- 
ſions BY from the Frame of Humanity; and we 
muſt ceaſe even to be, before they can ceaſe to affect 
2 — Caſe. Suppoſe th 
Let me put a at a very 
great Man, on whom God has poured forth the 
Abundance of his Bleſſings, to whom he has given 
all things richly to enjoy, ſhould out of mere Pity 
beſtow a conſiderable ſhare of his vaſt Affluence up» 
on a neighboring Begger, only requiring him to 
part with his Superfluitys, with what he may very 
conveniently ſpare, for the relief of his own indigent 
Kindred, who were therefore left in harder circum- 
ſtances, that he might have the ſatisfaction of ſup. 
porting them for that Perſon's fake, to whom he 
owed his whole Fortune. In this caſe, if he who 
was lately a Begger, but is ſuddenly, and without 
any particular Merit, advanc'd above others of his 
own Family, ſhould punctually execute his Benefa- 
Qtor's Will, and diffuſe an univerſal Bleſſing through 
his whole Family, and make every part of his own 
Fleſh and Bloud perfectly eaſy in their Circumſtan- 
ces; you wou'd ſay, he did but his Duty: and tho” 
you wou'd certainly commend him ſor it, yet you 
wou'd as certainly expect nothing leſs him. 
But then, if this Creature ſhould inſtantly forget 
his late Deplorable Condition, and harden his Hears 
a B againſt 
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a= | thoſe whoſe Neceſſitys call aloud for Pity ; 
if he ſhou'd ſee his Brother have need, and ſhut up 
his Bowels of Compaſſion from him; if inſtead of 
feeding and cloathing his own neareſt Relations, he 
ſhow'd ſquander away large ſums upon his Vices or 
his Vanities; if thoſe very Perſons whom bare Na- 
ture obliges him to and aſſiſt, ſhould be ne- 
ceſſitated to ſtarve and periſh for want of that very 
ſuſtenance, which is conſumed perhaps by his Dogs 
or Horſes; if they ſhou'd be forc'd to go naked, 
merely that he may be furniſh'd with a more ſplen · 
did Equipage ; if he ſhou'd ſtop his. Ears againſt 
their Conplaints, or drown their Cries with Inſtru- 
ments of Muſick, the Attendants on his riotous Jolli. 
ty; in ſhort, if he ſhou'd ſacrifice them to a prodi-- 
gious Luxury, and abandon them to. the extremity 
of rang yo Myer to 2 his mad — 
gance; our own Conſciences, my rethren, 
What Judgment wou'd ye paſs on ſuch a Wretch ! 
What wou d he not deſerve in your Opinion ? I doubt 
not but every Man's Bloud boils within his Veins ; 
or rather, ye are willing to hope, that no ſuch 
Beaſt ever did, or can, burden the Earth in the 
ſhape of a Man. This ſhews ye, that every body 
underſtands, what Behavior ſutes a Perſon in the 
Circumftances above deſcribed. | 
But then farther, ſuppoſe we that the Benefa- 
tor were conſtantly preſent, and had opportunity 
of obſerving, the whole Conduct of him whom his 
own Bounty had rais'd to ſo great a height of Pro- 
ſperity ; in this Caſe, if the Man were inſenſible of 
his Duty, I confels, we cou'd hardly imagin, that 
even the Eye of his Patron wou'd influence or re- 
ſtrain him. But ſurely, if he be of a grateful Spirit, 
if he really loves the Fountain of his Bliſs, if = 
wou' 


"| 
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tion of Mind which does infallibly become him, and 


afford him ! How wou'd he rejoice in conveying 
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word but be glad to pl 
ſo remarkably* 


one who has made him 
„ if he has that diſpoſi- 


which he ought to be endued with; what Pleaſures 
wou'd the diſcharge of even his indiſpenſable Duty 


that Happineſs to others, which he himſelf poſſeſſes 
ſo plentifully ! Wou'd he not labor very hard, think 
ye, that he might be able throughly to approve him- 
ſelf to one who had conferr'd immenſe Favors 
on him? And what unſpeakable Satisfaction muſt 
he conſtantly feel in perceiving and knowing, in 
being practically convinc'd, that his beſt Friend is 
not only perfectly pleaſed with his Demeanor, but 
alſo inceſſantly triumphs within himſelf, when he re- 
flects, that under God he was the happy Iaſtru- 
_ of that Perſon's 2 1 2 
thus growing up apace into a ic Bleſſing, by 

pred. +- hes noble Principle, by a RG imitati- 
on and practice of that admirable, that Godlike 
Virtue, which firſt, which alone, prompted his Be- 
nefactor to advance him? | a 
This is moſt certainly that ſenſe of things which 
the bare light of reaſon teaches ; tis the neceſſary 
reſult of that inbred Good Nature and common Un- 
derſtanding, which, as bad as theWorld is grown, and 
notwithſtanding Original Sin has ſo much leſſened 
and weakened our Diſpoſitions to Piety, tis hardly 
poſſible for Man wholly to deveſt himſelf of. 
*Tis no more than every Heathen confeſſes; tis no 
more than the moſt ignorant Savages do therefore 
know and believe, becauſe they can't but feel it 
within themſelves. Whereas Religion heightens and 
improves this obvious Truth; Chriſtianity ſhews us, 


that our Lord Jeſus, the Great Savior and Gover- 
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nor of the whole World, as he is the Author and 
Diſpenſer of all Bliſs, r temporal or eternal, 
ſo he requires us to do good to others for. his ſale, 
and accepts 

rable Objects, as conferred on his own Perſon. Let 
me therefore briefly remind you of what Chriſt is 
to us, and conſequently what reaſon we have, by 
doing Good to others, humbly to acknowledge (for 
alas! tis by no means in our Power to require) the 
Mercys we receive from him. 

We learn from the Holy Scriptures, and our own 

Experience does too plainly convince us, that we 

are by Nature Slaves to our Luſts; and in Conſe- 
quence of this Depravity the whole Race of Man- 
kind would have utterly periſhed, had not our dear 
.Redeomer reconciled us to our offended God. To 
compaſs this Glorious End, it was neceſſary (fo 
the Divine Goodneſs and Wiſdom judged) that our 
Lord ſhou'd deſcend from Heaven, and become in- 
carnat, and undergo the fatigue of a miſerable Life, 
and ſubmit to a painful and ignominious Death, that 
he might make peace by the ſhedding of his own moſt 
precious Bloud, and purchaſe eternal Joys for ſuch 
as wou'd embrace the Terms of the Goſpel Co- 
venant. 

I do not enlarge upon theſe Particulars, which I 
may juſtly preſume you are much converſant in, and 
throughly acquainted with. For when I ſpeak in 
this Aſſembly ; when I am ſurrounded with ſuch e- 
vident Proofs of your Piety ; when I ſee what Effets 
Chriſtiapity has actually wrought in you: I muſt 
take it for granted, that you underſtand the Reli- 
gion you practiſe; that you know upon what 
| Grounds you act; and conſequently, ye have no need, 
that one teach ou again, which be the firſt Principles 2 

t 


of our Benefaftions to all forts of miſe- 
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the oracles of God. I will therefore only obſerve to 
you, that ſuch infinit Beneficence, as our Lord Jeſus 
preſſed for the Salvation of our fouls, 
as it lays upon us the ſtricteſt obligations to univerſal 
Obedience, ſo it particularly urges us forward to all 
inſtances of Charity to thoſe aſſſicted ſervants of our 
indulgent Maſter, to thoſe diſconſolate brethren of 
our great Patron and Redeemer, whom he has left 
amongſt us for this very that we might ne- 
ver want opportunitys of following his glorious Pat- 
tern, that we might have the ſatisfaQtion of imitating 


his bright Example, that we might do good to others 


(after the ſame manner, tho' we cannot in the ſame 
meaſure) as he has don to us; nay, that we might 
ſeem at leaſt willing to repay the Mercys we are fo 
deeply indebted to him for. Becauſe ſo great is our 


Redeemer's goodneſs ; ſo tender, ſo fervent, ſo paſſi- 


onat is his Concern for every the meaneſt man upon 
Earth; · that whatever Kindneſs we ſhow to the moſt 
deſpicable mortal, our great Benefactor, our Lord, 
our inearnat God, is pleaſed of his abundant Mercy 
to declare and aſſure us, that he eſteems it don to 
his very felf, and will in due time reward us ac- 
cordingly. 

Wherefore, that I may now drive this Conſidera- 
tion home, ler us imagin, that the Holy Jeſus, who 
firs enthroned at God's right hand, ſhould vouchſafe 
to deſcend from Heaven ; ſuppoſe he ſhould appear 
to your very Senſes, that he ſhould be even ſeen, and 
heard, and perſonally converſe with you; could any 
Man here preſent find in his heart to deny this Holy 
Jeſus a ſmall requeſt ? Should he (for inſtance) beg 
ſome Proviſion for one that was hungry, or ſome 
Cloathing for one that was naked, and ſhould he 


ſollicit this Charity in as open a manner as I now 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak to you; could any Chriſtian refuſe to grant 
17 Would any one ds. valu'd his own Salvation, 
that dreaded eternal Torments, or wiſhed for et 
nal Joys, and knew that *tis abſolutly in the power 
of this very Jeſus, to aſſign him a portion of the one 
or the other; I ſay, would any man dare to diſoblige 
the Holy Jeſus? Or if he ſhould dare to diſoblige 
bim in any ſuch inſtance, let me ask you this plain 
pon, would he not moſt juſtly deſerve to be damned 
it | | | | 

And yet this is in effect the very truth of the Caſe, 
whenſoever we harden our hearts, and withhold Good 
from him to whom it is therefore due, becauſe tis in 


* 


the power of our hand to do it. For tho? the bleſ- 


ſed. Jefus does not cauſe us to hear the ſound of his 
own Voice, yet he has taken effectual care, that we 
ſhould know by his own Words recorded in Scri- 
ure (and which our own Conſciences, if we will 
liſten to them, do never fail to thunder into our 
Hearts) that he does particularly intereſt himſelf in 
the behalf of every afflicted that he recom- 
mends him to our Compaſhon, that he expects a 
ready compliance ſutable to our Abilities; briefly, 
that he eſteems every ſuch Caſe his own, and obli- 
ges himſelf accordingly to reſent all the rough or 
unkind uſage, which any of his diſtreſſed Members 
ſhall meet with. os 
On the other hand, did our bleſſed Savior viſibly 
a to point out the Objects, how would the heart 
of a beneficent Chriſtian leap towards them? With 
what an officious Haſt would he deal out bread to 
the Hungry, and clokths to the Naked? With what 
an eager Joy, with what an affectionat Zeal, would 
he ſuccor the Oppreſſed, and cheriſh the Diſconſo- 
late? How fond would he be of adminiſtring my 
uc 


* 
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ſuch as Chriſt would have him diſtribute 
to thoſe who had the misfortune to want it ? S 
Now if we . ſhould naturally and neceſſarily act 
upon ſuppoſition that Chriſt were viſible to us, 
and we were aſſured of his Preſence by ſeeing him 
ſtand before us; why ſhould the bare want of ſenſible 
evidence occaſion any difference in our Conduct? 
Does not Revelation certify us, that Chriſt is ever 
near us? Can't wetherefore behold him with an Eye 
of Faith as ſtedfaſtly, as if we beheld him with our 
bodily Organs? Believe me, Brethren, I have not 
been entertaining you with golden Dreams; I have 
not led you to a«Viſionary ſcene of Religious Chime- 
ra's. For if we may ſaſcly rely upon the Teſtimony 
of Holy Writ, if we may credit what our Savior 
himſelf has ſpoken ; this is not Fanſy and Deluſion, 
but unqueſtionable Fact, ſuch as every Chriſtian 
muſt firmly believe, if he dares to truſt his Bible. 
For do ye not all allow, that Chriſt, being God as 
well as Man, is ſtrictly Omniſcient; that he under- 
ſtands and obſerves every one of our moſt privat 
Actions; and looks into, and ſees through, the very 
Secrets of our ſouls? Are not all things naked and 
open before him with whom we have to do? Chriſt 
therefore is as certainly preſent with us, and does as 
erg, view our Behavior, and weigh our moſt 
hidden Thoughts, as if he were corporally preſent, 
and we perceiv'd him ly cloſe by us. And 
we can't but as firmly believe him to be ever near 
us, tho? we do not hear his Voice, or ſee his Shape; 
as if we felt his Body, or beheld him with our Eyes, 
and could diſtinguiſh the ſound of his Words. This 
ought to be duly reflected on; and were the ſenſe of 
it deeply graven on our Souls, as twould abſolutly 

; | _ govern 
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govern us in all other reſpects, ſo 'twould particularly 
oblige us to the utmoſt fervor in Charity. a" 
Let us therefore accuſtom our ſelves to Retirg- 
ment and Meditation; Let us frequently ruminat 
upon theſe important Truths; Let them reſt and 
dwell-upon our Minds, till they have worked us up 
to a thorough habitual Conviction; And let us in- 
ceſſantly beg of God, that he wou d effectually ſtamp 
theſe Notions on our Hearts, and create in us a con- 
ſtant ſutable regard to that Holy Jeſus, whom we 
cou'd not but always whoſe. recommendati- 
ons of Miſerable Objects 


And indeed we ought for our own fakes heartily 
to endevor after, and pray for, this truly Chriſtian 
frame of Spirit. | 

For do but conſider with your ſelves. Were this 


a pi | that Man whom Chriſt 
intreats you to feed ? nay, by feeding of whom you 
do, in Chriſt's own Opinion, feed Chriſt himſelf ? 
Could you deny a Garment to your naked Savior ? 


Could you forbear binding up the Wounds of him 
who poured forth his warmeſt Heart Bloud for you? 
Theſe and many other ſtartling Queſt ions I could 
put to you: but I had rather you {hou'd, as occaſion 
offers, put them to your ſelves. I dare ſay, I know 
beforehand, what Anſwer your Conſciences wou'd 
make you. How ſtrong a Guard therefore, what 
an impregnable Security, wov'd this afford againſt 
the great and deteſtable ſin of Hardheartedneſs — 
t 
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the Miſerable, every inſtance of which repreſents 
our dear Lord's own Perſon, and challenges our pity 
in his Name, and by his Authority ! 

On the other hand, if Pleaſure always accompa- 
nies Generous Actions, and riſes in proportion to the 
Good that is done, and to the Merit of the Object ; 
then what an everlaſting Fund of Joy is the Benefi- 
cent Chriſtian maſter of? What Raptures muſt he 
inceſſantly feel, who Feeds, who Cloaths, who Vi- 
ſits, who Comforts, his dear Redeemer ? But this 
is a Joy, which we cannot expreſs. Bleſſed be God, 
it may be taſted, tho? not deſcribed. Be but once 
prevailed upon to make the Experiment of its ſweet- 
neſs; and 1 dare promiſe, you'll need no Exhortati- 
x ; to covet and endevor after the conſtant fruition 
OT it. 

The truth is, this is a Joy which none but a good 
Chriſtian can feel ; and conſequently a Man that 
allows himſelf in the practice of any known fin, can 
form no tolerable Notion of it. He that performs a 

enerous action for baſe and unworthy ends, cheats 
Fimſelf of that very pleaſure which would naturally 
flow. from it. For tho? the whole World ſhould 
applaud him, yet the reproach of his own Mind 
deadens the- reliſh of what muſt otherwiſe have af- 
forded him the moſt agreeable ſatisfaction. On the 
other hand, he that performs a generous action 
upon Generous Principles, and conſequently intends 
a Generous End, even the Happineſs of his Fellow 
Creatures ; this Man, if the whole World ſhould in 
mere ſpite condemn and perſecute him for that very 
action, muſt notwithſtanding feel ſuch an inward 
Comfort, as ſurpaſſes all Imagination. But till 
even this does not ariſe up to that Chriſtian Ge- 
neroſity which I have been ſpeaking of, viz. the 
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doing of Generous Actions, not barely ſor Gene- 
rous Ends (for thoſe may be meant even by an 
Infidel) but for the pure Love of Chriſt, and mere- 
ly out of a regard to our Savior's Perſon. 

Now he that allows himſelf in the practice of 
any known fin, can never be thought to love Chriſt 
with any tolerable degree of ſincerity and fervor. 
For let Men pretend what they pleaſe, tis impoſ- 
ſible for us wilfully to diſoblige the Perton we dear- 
ly love. And I need not prove to you, that who- 
ſoever allows himſelf in the practice of any known 
ſin, does every Moment diſoblige Chriſt, by doing 
what he mortally hates before his very face, in di- 
rect oppoſition to his known Laws, nay, in flat con- 
tradition to the ſole end of his Incarnation and 
Death, which was the deſtruction of fin. Where- 
fore thoſe Perſons only can feel the Pleaſure of 
Chriſtian Generoſity, who do truly love Chriſt, 
who do conſequently act upon that very Principle, 
and do therefore perform ſuch good offices, becauſe 
their Love of Chriſt conſtrains them. 

Now ſuch a truly pious Soul, he who is perfect- 
ly obedient to Chriſt, and to the beſt of his Power 
obſerves all his Commands; he whoſe Heart is 
right before him, becauſe he endevors to pleaſe him 
in all inſtances whatſoever ; this Man, having no- 


thing to fetter and clog his Affections, nothing to 


pall his Reliſh, nothing to abate the Vigor of his 
ſpiritual Faculties, nothing to blunt and wear off 
the Edge of his religious ſenſations; this Man, 
when he is buſy'd in Works of Charity, and is con- 
ſequently doing good Offices to that Holy Jeſus, to 


whom he has infinit Obligations, and whom he 


therefore loves with inexpreſſible ardor ; this Man, 


I fay, when thus blefſedly imploy'd, is orerwhelm- 


ed 
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ed with delight, he feels ſuch rapturous pangs, ſuch 
ſtrong convulſions of pleaſure, ſuch fierce agonies 
of joy, that no wonder if he be ſometimes carried 
beyond himſelf, tranſported with an exceſs of Bliſs, 
and with St. Pau! caught up to the third Heaven 
(whether in the Body, or out of the Body, I cannot 
tell, God knoweth) there to receive a foretaſt of 
that immenſe Happineſs, which when he is able to 
endure it, he ſhall eternally triumph in. 

I ſhall add, that this Holy Work, this inceſſant 
round of Beneficence, in which every Chriſtian may 
and ought to labor, is the beſt Preſervative againſt, 
and Cure for, a Religious Melancholy, which ma- 
ny well diſpoſed People are through Indiſcretion too 
much inclined to. I confeſs, it they retain any 
darling Luſt, if they are deſirous to ſpare any belo- 
ved ſin, they have no reaſon to expect that ſolid ha- 
bitual Joy, which every wiſe Man would gladly be 
poſſeſs d of. And therefore they are ſcarce to be pity'd, 
if they are frequently overcaſt with gloomy thoughts, 
and terrify'd with diſmal apprehenſions. For there 
neither is, nor indeed can or ought to be, any well 
grounded Peace of Conſcience, and laſting Serenity 
of Mind, ſo long as the Devil lurks in any corner of 
the Heart. Bur if a Man be ſincerely diſpoſed to 
torſake all manner of Sin, if he has throughly ſearch- 
cd and examined his Soul, and purged it from the 
practice and the love of all ſorts of Wickedneſs; then 
I dare anſwer for it, that tho? in particular Inſtances 
there may be ſomething peculiar, yet in all ordinary 
Caſes, the practice of Chriſtian Beneficence will diſ- 
pel a Man's Scruples, confirm him in a ſtate of ſpiri- 
tual Health and Soundneſs, and make him glad with: 
beholding the Joy of God's Countenance. 
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Let ſuch a perſon therefore, not barely do kind 
Offices in a common degree, ſuch as all the World 
would expect from him, ſuch as he could not for- 
bear without giving a ſcandalouſly bad Example; 
but let him exert himſelf in a manner ſutable to 
bis Caſe, Let him remember, that ſuch inveterate 

Diſtempers are to be carry'd off by a proportionable 
degree of Religious Exerciſe. And therefore (be- 
ſides that ordinary meaſure of Charity which he 
is ſuppoſed to obſerve, over and above what he 
would think 2 upon all other accounts) he 
muſt privatly ſeek for ſuch opportunitys of doing 
kind Offices to his Savior (by being beneficent to 
his Savior's brethren) as none but his Savior, if poſ- 
ſible, ſhall know of; that nothing of Vanity, not 
even that praiſe which is the juſt and uſual Reward 
of Bounty, may influence or diſturb him ; that no- 
_— may choak or hinder the operation of the 
Medicin ; but the pure fervor of his Love may 
intirely direct and govern him. Let him therefore 
find out his Savior immur'd in Sorrows, chained 
to ſileace in a miſerable Obſcurity, whither not 
even Complaints ſhall lead him. That is, for inſtance, 
Let him find out poor induſtrious Houſckeepers, 
whoſe modeſty ſtifles their Groans, who are aſham'd 
to complain, or to confeſs that they are overbur- 
den'd with their Families. Let him find out Aged 
Perſons, who are palt begging Relief; or Young 
Children, that are expoſed to the danger of both 


temporal and eternal Kuin, by the want of a Reli- 


gious Education. In ſhort, let him but faſten upon 
ſuch deplorable Objects, as God's Providence will cer- 
tainly caſt in his way, ſuch as he can't miſs, if he 


be but willing to find them; and then let him give, 


not grudgingly, or of neceſſity, but as becomes a 
chear- 
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chearful Giver. Then would I adviſe him to let 
his Chriſtian Love looſe, and to vent the whole 
force of that noble Paſſion upon ſuch truly worthy 
Objects. And let him contrive (as every Man 
may, if he pleaſes) ſo to beſtow his Bounty, as 
that it ſhall remain a ſecret even to the Day of 
Judgment, when the diſcovery (to be ſure) will 
not injure his Deſign, or leſſen the Comfort he de- 
ſires at preſent to receive from it. Now, whenever 
the Clouds ariſe, when the Bloud curdles, when 
the Spirits droop, when he needs Conſolation ; 
then let him reflect upon theſe good Actions, and 
if he has opportunity, let him repeat them, and at 
the ſame time — 1 thank God for the Abilitys 
he has receiv'd of doing good. You may imagin, 
I would not willingly de thought an Emperic in 
Divinity: but yet 1 could almoſt venture to 
nounce this a Neverfailing Remedy. At leaſt I will 
inſiſt, that no man ſhall doubt the Succeſs of it, till 
he has once try'd it. - 

And now, my Brethren, the beſt Application I 
can make of my Diſcourſe is by reading to you 


A TRUE REPORT, &c. 


The aforeſaid particular Account of your laſt Year's 
Charity, cals to my remembrance what St. Paul ſaid 
to the Theſſalonians, But as touching brotherly love, ye 
need not that I write unto you. For ye your ſelves are 
taught of God (that is, as the Phraſe maniteſtly (4) 
ſignifys, Ye are already effectually wrought upon by 
God's teaching, and thereby influenc'd) to love one 
another. And indeed ye do it towards all the Brethren, 


'(s) This Phraſe is largely explain'd in the Confuration of Quakeriſm, 
P. 4. P. 39, Oc. ; 
which 
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' which are in all Macedonia. Even ſol may ſay to you; 
ve need not be put in mind, that Chriſtian Beneficence 
is a great Duty; for your Practice ſhews, that ye 
are already ſenſible of ir. For this comfortable Spe- 
Qacle, this noble Solemnity, bears witneſs for you. 
However { mult add, as the Apoſtle does in that very 
place, II vefeech you, brethren, that ye increaſe more 
and more. That Practice, which has been already ſo 
remarkabic and exemplary, will, I hope, be not only 
continu'd, but enlarg d, that our dear Lord may be 
the more liberally Aſſiſted, and you the more libe- 
rally Rewarded. 
I have already conſumed ſo much of your Time, 
that I can't permit my ſelf to detain you longer, 
by recommending the particular Deſigns, which theſe 
Annual Aſſemblys are intended to carry on. Indeed 
they loudly proclaim their own Excellencys, and do 
moſt effectually recommend themſelves. 

May that God, who has hitherto ſo viſibly pro- 
ſper d them, continue his Protection and Bleſſing ; 
and may all thoſe Perſons, under whoſe pious Care 


they ſtill Aouriſh, enjoy the Comfort of their Chri- 


ſtian Labors here, and be eternally recompenced 
for the ſame hereafter, by that gracious Lord, who 
has promiſed in the words of my Text to ſay unto 
them, In as much as ye have done don it unto one of 
the haſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
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